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can grow no just cause of offence. I pray you, sir,
if she enter into any further speech of the matter,
let her understand that you learn the match is held
for concluded, and withal let her know how just
cause I shall have to find myself aggrieved if her
Majesty still show her mislike thereof." Her
Majesty's " mislike" was not easily overcome. Next
month, on the 20th of April, Roger Manners wrote
to his nephew, the young Earl of Rutland, saying:
" I have been with Mr. Secretary, who is somewhat
troubled that her Majesty conceives no better of the
marriage of his daughter with Sir Philip Sidney;
but I hope shortly all will be well." So it proved ;
and apparently her Majesty's wrath was not very
great, no greater than she felt whenever a favourite
showed by marrying that he acknowledged allegi-
ance to any besides herself. A fortnight later the
same correspondent reported that the Queen had
" passed over the offence." * Two and a half years
afterwards, one day in November, 1585, her Majesty
rode up from Richmond to London on purpose
to be godmother at the christening of Sir Philip's
daughter, who was named Elizabeth after her, and
on this occasion she made a present of a hundred
shillings to the nurse and midwife.

During these two and a.half years, when not ab-
sent on official duties, or in attendance at Court,
Sidney seems generally to have resided at Walsing-
ham House or at Barn Elms, with his wife's parents,
it being the custom of young wives in those days to

* Belvoir MSS. ;   Roger  Manners to the Earl of Rutland, 20
April and 7 May, 1583.
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